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St na chiisa’

Legalism

[féli i Fiyini nin ghi ifu ki salt. A n-ni Fiyini i Bae
ifél ateyn, wul i fsi sae ateyn. Fiyini fi fsi ifoyn,
wul i fsi wi n6 #foyn sakos.

God’s plan is a Grace plan. God the Father does the
work, man receives the benefit. God receives the glory
for His own works; man receives no glory.

Iwo zi a yi n-fayti bebsi inf Fiyini salli nin ghi ta
wul timi si chi nchini Fiyini ye't} iyvini isa’ si a
ngen!

The greatest distortion to Grace is religious legalism!

Iko’si-i Fiyini s a ngen ni iyvini isa’ i st a ngen nin
ghi afo ighon a to a awu ni Satayn f1 ghi n6 foyn
ateyn, a ghi dzi y1 asi zi a wi nin “fébst asi a gheli
ghi a ghi n-kin Kilitus”, awo antéyna ghi kimi a
Efesus 4: 14 a ghi abas a “...no mi inki ye’i i ka
gvi-a, yi li chwo ki chwd ni ghesina, wul ba’ti mi
ankar a ka, wu gvi lisi ki ghesina ni ankeyna.” Ni
dzi na yéyn, Satayn na momst si tegli ni mba’ti
Fiyini fi fébsi gheli na ka ghi na ki yeyn i zi-1 a ght
n-ni ki sald.

Religion and Legalism are Satan’s Ace and King of
trump, the primary means by which he “blinds the
minds of those who seek Christ” and which are included
in Eph. 4:14 as part of “...every wind of doctrine, sleight
of men, cunning craftiness, by which they lie in wait to
deceive.” By these means, Satan tries to disrupt the plan
of God and blind people to Grace principles.

Ma tonti iwo yéyn I na “ibimi i Fiyini si a ngen” ki
no a dzi i to, a ghi wi a dzi a feyn a ghi n-bé kum
“st na fela fi ko’st Fiyini. A dzi a fi a ghi nin nyapsi
1T ateyn, iwo kilitéynsi, ghi ka’ a ghi li na a nin ghi
iko’si-i Fiyini. Miti awo a dvini a ki a ghel nin ni
iko’st I Fiyini nin ghi ghi momst si a nger) ma na
kip si dyeyn st a nyln a dzi 1 nchini ni kilitéynsi ni
dzist iko’si i Fiyini st li si.

[ use the word “religion” in a strict sense here, not in the
general sense of “the service or worship of God.” In the
general sense, of course, Christianity could be viewed as
areligion. But most religion is legalistic, and I want to
distinguish the Christian way of life from other religious
practice. So the definition I use is:

Iko’si i Fiyini si a ngen nin ghi no mi dziika ta
wul toyni imomsi ni gweyn nin kin si ni na
Fiyini fi fsisi iwo ta wu ni si a ngern.

Religion is any system in which man by his own
efforts tries to earn the approval of God.

Sina fl ndu -3, ifayti fe’ti kim si na chiisa’ si a
ngen a nwa'li a féyn nin ghi ki abas iko’si i Fiyini,
téyn:

Furthermore, the definition for legalism in this paper
has to do only with religious legalism, so:

Ichi ye’ti isa’ si a ngern nin ghi dzi iko’si ta yi n-
ye’i na wul ka’ a wu ni iwo si a ngey si na ghi
na Fiyini fi 13’ fi nyo’ti gweyn ni ibcé keésa
iboysi.

Legalism is a religious system that teaches that a
person can do something to earn or merit salvation
or blessing from God.

Ghi nya’ alé’ kéyn si gamti va na wa yeyn kell inki
iwo Fiyini na yéyni a yi n-ye’ti a ini iwo nger téyn
no mi a dzi i ka. Inya'tt nd yeyni fayti fe'ti a fi fé’'ni
iwo kiim inf iwo st a ngen), fl dyéyn wa ka’a wa
yeéyn ikfini iwo si ni st a ngen st ikfa’ti a fi a iwo n-
ghi ma ghi ni ki sali. [Iwé’ nin dvt ki teyn ta
Nwa’l} Fiyini nin bé iwo kiim ta gheli nin kin si na
chi a ye’tt a ngen, ki n6 Galesiya, ta gheli JGst na ki
ayi to gha’ a si yeyn ikfini-i iwo ma ghi ni salu ni
isa'i.

The purpose of this article is to help you identify
religious legalism in all of its forms. The article will
define and illustrate the concept of legalism, and show
you how to distinguish legalism from Grace thinking
and activities. There are also numerous references to
Bible teaching on legalism, particularly from the Epistle
to the Galatians, where the Jews had a very difficult time
reconciling Law and Grace.
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A n-ghi iwo joft  na wa fayti keli iye’i kiim ifti
sal(. Ifu i salll nin ghi iwo atu miwoli mi dvitiaa
Nwa'li Fiyini. Tiboysi ti dvini ti ni awo tawulli a
wu sa ateyn a nchini kiliteynst nin ye’ti ki si na
kya fi li midziti mzi a ghi n-nf iwo ki salti. A n-ghi
iwo i to i ta ka wa ni na faytt kya atu iwo na
keéyna.

It is very important that you understand the doctrine of
Grace also. Grace is an extensive Bible category. The
majority of the blessings and privileges of the Christian
life depend on knowing and using Grace principles. So
it’s vital that you master the subject.

Si fayti si keli dzi sist a awo na keyna nin ghi
ateyn, wa nin keli si ye’i kimi mituli mi mi awo
mzi a mi n-bé ta wul nin ki si chi si a ngen, ki nd
ifu i Sald.

To understand these concepts clearly, you should also
study some of the other topics which are related to
legalism, especially Grace.

[fayti ibeysit atu atu kum a nin ghi ma wa ka’ awa
bif a ghi fu a Grace Notes, a ghi: Mbayn ankinti, si
st anam, ifé’ti i mbi, ifu-i sal(i, nsa’, nsa’ ati-ati, st
sa’, Satayn, ichi ayvis.

Some categorical studies which you can request from
Grace Notes are: The Barrier; Circumcision; Confession
of Sin; Grace; Judgment, Justice, and Judging; Satan;
Spirituality.

Si fayti si fe’ti ichi isa’ si a ngenq

Defining Legalism

Standard (Websters New Collegiate) zi a ghi n-
fayti fe’ti awo ateyn ba na ichi na yeyni si nger
nin ghi: si na dim wi, li ki ta yi n-ghi, ma wa fi
meyn ni dyanti si lém isa’ kesa a n-ghi abas iwo i
Fiyini ma ichi i juni a.

The standard (Webster’s New Collegiate) definition for
legalism is: strict, literal, or excessive conformity to the
law or to a religious or moral Code.

Dzi 71 a ghi bé ateyn n-td’ bayn wi. “Si ni st
dyanti” nin ghi gha si lém isa’ a? Mi n-kya na a
nin ghi iwo si ni st dyagti ilvi ta n-gufi mitu jeli a
miganagana 55 a chlie 1 mo’ gheli ghi ma ghi ba’i
meyn ibam ni va kin si na nyin migagagana 70. Si
na lutf ni ki ta isa’i nin be a dz1 kfag i to ka’ a yi
gvi ni nge’.

This definition does not seem very clear. What is, after
all, “excessive” conformity to the law? I suppose it
would be excessive to insist on driving 55 mph on the
Interstate when people are stacked up behind you
wanting to go 70. Legalism on the highway is
sometimes dangerous.

, Miti, si na yvint isa’ [ Fiyini ki ta yi n-ghi n-ghi
wiiwo a sce. Samo’, wa fay ti yvini a na gi mbi.
Kimi na wa ka’ a wa lem dzi ingagtini i li si na chi
ateyn ki a dzt a fi a wa n-keli awo ki a kiliteynsi
nin Kkeli si na ni -a a anena nchinisi. I yeyn na
yéyni nin bef wi, a ghi wi si na chia yé'tiisa’ si a
ngen (a dzi a fi a ghesina nin kasi ta si na chi a
ye'tl isa’ a dzi iko’st nin ghi), nomitaaliaana
ghi ma ghi bé’i iwo anteyni dzi atu. (A n-ghi si na
chi a ye'ti isa’ st a ngen #lvi ta wa nin kfd’ na si na
chiichi yi nganti 3, a wa na ni iwo si keli ibce kesa
st keli tiboysi késa imya’ti st Fiyini fi.)

But, strict obedience to God’s laws is not wrong. In fact,
failure to obey is sin. Also, you can certainly decide to
set a high standard for yourself in some area, based on
your understanding of the obligations of the Christian
life. This is not wrong, and it is not legalism (by our
previous definition of religious legalism), even though it
might be strict conformance. (It is legalism, however, to
think that by maintaining high standards you are
somehow doing something to merit salvation or to earn
blessings or rewards.)

St a chfiti, dzi z# a wa nin ki mbapi si isa’ kum
nchini a Rome 14: 21 li a yi ni va na wa na bu fi
klim wi milu’ in to na a na ghi dzi i zya, bom ta
wa nin ko wi na yi fu nge’ si wayn-ni vzt a ibimi i
gweyn i nin boli ma wu li a wu dyamti ateyn. |

For example, your view of the moral code of Rom. 14:21
may lead you to adopt abstinence from alcohol as a
standard, out of your regard for weaker brethren who
might be caused to stumble. This would certainly be a
strict and legal conformity; but it’s not legalism, because
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yeyn na yéyni li a na ghi ki n6 iwo ta wa bé’'i atu a
dzi1jun miti a ghi wi ichi si na ye’ti isa’, bom ta
wa kin wi na Fiyini nyo’ti va si awo a fi a wa n-ni.
Wul i 1i I a wii na ki na wa ni meyn dyanti miti a
n-ghi wi iwo i agena. Yi n-bef fi wi ta ka wa lem
miwol} in to li na chi ateyn, a ghi wi si na chia
ye'ti isa’ abas iko’si. Ki n6 samo’, a fo ki a wul
bimini vzi a wu n-kya iwo kum ifu atem ajuna
salli a wu na bé na wul n-chi ye’tt isa’ na ghi wi ti
miti a ghi ki ta wul lem miwol} in to in i si na chi
ateyn si a yweyn a ngen.

you are not trying to earn points with God by your
actions. Someone else may consider this excessive, but
it's none of their business. It is not wrong for you to set
high standards for yourself, and neither is it religious
legalism. In fact, quite often what a grace believer calls
legalistic is really someone else’s setting high standards
for himself.

Dzi 71 a ghi to’ fe’ti ichi ye’ti isa’ ta yi n-luti ghi
ateyn nin ghi a nwa’li ghé a ghi nin fayti fe'ti
ateyn Oxford Itani kfan: Midziti mi i gi a anena
ghi n-ti abas iye’i iwo I Fiyini na ghi na nf ki ta
isa’i nin be ma ghi ke’ni meyn ntum i jun, a ghi
iye’i kum si layn nsa’ toynt ifel, kesa no mi iye’i i
ka ta yi n-ke’ a dzi na ghayn.

A stricter general definition of legalism is found in the
Oxford English Dictionary: The principles of those who
hold a theological position of adhering to the Law as
opposed to the Gospel; the doctrine of Justification by
Works, or teaching which savors of that doctrine.

Rome 4: 4,5 bé iwo atyen yi na bayn a,

“Wul nin ni ifél ghi 1a’ yweyn ni afo a, yi bl na
dyéyn na i fu 1 fu afo ateyn st gweyn. A nf a na ghi
iwo ta wu feli ghi na keli si 13’ pweyn.

5, A n-ni Fiyini na gheli ghibi na ghi ati-ati. Fiyini
ft nin nd{ st wul 1 vzi a wu fay ti ni ifel miti ma
wu bimi meyn iwo zi a fi ni st gyweyn, fi li gweyn
st a wul ati-ati bom ibimi [ yweyn.”

Romans 4:4,5 states the case succinctly,

“Now to him that works is the reward not reckoned of
grace, but of debt; but to him that works not, but believes
on Him that justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted for
righteousness.”

f Rome 11: 6 n-ghi kimi a ndayn,

“Fiyini f} ti kee na ghi ma fi cho’ meyn gheli a dzi
na ghayn, fi bi na ghi na fi cho’ bom ifél I 1i ta
agena ni bu ti ghi bli na fi bé na a ni atem a juna
ni Fiyini f£.”

And Romans 11:6 is clear,

“And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise
grace is no longer grace. But if it be of works, then is it no
more grace: otherwise work is no more work.”

Dzi st a ghesina ta wul nin feli f1 kel imya’ti ateyn
nin ghi téyn: Mi feli st vaawala’ ma. Kiné a
ndayn, iwo nin bef wi ateyn, a n-ghi ki n6 dzi zi a
mbeyli nin féli ateyn ki nd isas awo f1 a Fiyini f
nin lze meyn tom nin dzi zi a ka ghi na nf mbeyli
waul  gal wi.

Our human system of work and reward is like this: |
work for you and you pay me. This is obviously
legitimate, it’s the way commerce works under divine
institutions and free enterprise.

Miti wul vzi a wl nin chi ye’ti ki isa’ abas iko’si n-
faytt kya na Fiyini fi nin féli kimi teyn- kesa a chi

ali a, kfa’'ts téyn. Wu n-bé na: Mi n-feli st Fiyini 3,

Fiyini fi 1a’ ma ni ibé fi boyst ma a dzii li.

But the religious legalist is convinced that God works by
the same system - or at least he hopes so. He says: |
work for God and God rewards me by saving me and
blessing me in some way.

A n-ghi wi dzi zi a Fiyini fi nin féli ateyn. Wi n-
kin wi ifél i ghesina, nsem kfi wi nweyn kum a, ki
no samo’ ifeli [ ghesina nin ké’ wi a jln ast ni
pweyn. [saya 64: 6, “ilayn I ghesina n6 i jim nin
ghi ki teyn ta isa’ | ndzisi i nyelini-i...”. Ma kaesi

That’s not how God operates. He has no need or desire
for our works; in fact, our works are offensive to Him.
Isaiah 64:6, “All our righteousnesses are as filthy
rags..” If I try to impress God with my works, He
discards them as filthy rags.
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nyUu’ti si fomsi Fiyini nt ifel I juni ni ma, a wi na
ki ki na a nin ghiisa’ i ndzisi i nyelini-i.

A n-ghi iwo zi a ghesina bé na ichi ye'ti isa’ abas
iko’st, ta yi n-momsi si na ghi na wul na ba’st st
Fiyini toynt ifél ni yweyn, n-ghi “gheli ta ghi n-
ye’i na na wul ka’ a wii ni iwo si Keli ibce késa ila’
st Fiyini f1.”

That’s why we say that religious legalism, which tries to
promote a works approach to God, is a “system that
teaches that a person can do something to earn or merit
salvation or blessing from God.”

Iwo yéyni na “si na ye’tt isa” boy so’ ndi no mi ni
inki iwo 1 ka ta wul n-nf na ghi la’ { 1a’ nweyn, ta
wul nin kin si ni iwo na yi fom st Fiyini f, kesa si
gamti Fiyini, kesa si fu iko’si st Fiyini fi toynt
adya’ ni wul.

The word “legalism” also refers to any merit system
which operates by works, by which a person tries to
please God, or to assist God, or to glorify God by human
power.

Ichiiye’ti isa’ abas iko’si n-bor) bé kimi dzi iko’si i
ka ta yi n-ghi ta adili a tziyn wul atu nt ilvi, késa a
tziyn anoyn a li a, ta ki nin kin si ni wul na vzi na
wu na chi a yeé't} isa’. Ghi ni ghi na nyanst kfaynti
su’st 1 su’st “a bu ki na wa fsisi meyn dzi zi a ghes
nin ki ateyn, a wa na ghi wi wul a ghés antéyni”.
Si bé na ghi say fvist va nin ghi iwo zi a ghi nin
nyarnst I si bony kiliteyn sist a ghi ku'tt bimi bimi
ateyn.

Religious legalism also refers to any system of religious
bondage imposed on someone by another individual, or
by an organization, that attempts to make that person a
practitioner of legalism. Bullying tactics are often used:
“Unless you accept our point of view, you are not one of
us!” Ostracism is a very powerful persuader of novice
Christians.

Teyn, a n-ghi wi ichi ye’tt isa’ si a ngery wa lém
miwoli in li st na ti atu, a n-ghi ichi ye’tt isa’ ilvi ta
wa li miwoli nd meyn na ye’tf su’st a atu ni wul
ilvi na a nin ghi dzi ibce kesa si na chi nchini
ayvis.

So, while it is not legalism to have high standards, it is
legalism to try to impose those standards on others as a
system of salvation or spirituality.

Iwo yeyni na “ifu atem ajuna salG” nin ghilia
Nwa’li Fiyini kiim no mi gha ta afo nin ghal wi
Fiyini si ni st wul misor bom ifél zi a ghi si ghi ma
ghi ni meyn st ghesina ma a ni Bébo Jisos Kilitus
a anwamni. Ifu na yeyni salli n-dyéyn na wul fsi
meyn st Fiyini fi afo bula ghi 13’ 1 1a’ késa kféyn#i st
ankeyna. Afo nin gi wi né6 a mo’ a ghesina nin ghi
ankeyna, n6 iwo ghi wi n61 mo’ a ghesina ka’ a
ghi ni, a yi n-kfeyni no st afo ta Fiyini fi n-ghi wi
st fu st ghesina. Ki n6 samo’, ifél I ghesina n-kwo
ni na ghesina na ghagst iwuyn asi ni Fiyini f, iwo
Fiyini fi lum bimi wi.

The word “grace” is used in the Bible to refer to all that
God is free to do for mankind because of the Work that
has already been performed for us by the Lord Jesus
Christ on the Cross. Grace means that man has received
from God that which he has not earned or deserved.
Nothing that we are, and nothing that we can do, is
enough to qualify us for anything that the Lord has to
give us. In fact, our works cause us to be arrogant in the
presence of God, something He will not tolerate.

Jan Rome 2: 17-23, ifye’ # wul vzi a wul n-kfiyn
fidyo’

Read Romans 2:17-23, A Portrait of a Boaster

Jan Rome 4: 1-6, “Miti a ghi wi asi ni Fiyini...”

Read Romans 4:1-6, “But Not Before God...”

Dzi zi a ichi yé’ti isa’ nin féli ateyn

Systems of Legalism

Midziti mi ini awo nin ghi in ke ta Fiyini nin lum
bim{ wi iwo ma wul ni ifél: ibég, ichi ayvis, ighe’ni,

There are four principal spiritual transactions in which
Works are not accepted by God: Salvation, Spirituality,
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ni imya’ti.

Maturity, and Reward.

lyé’tiisa’ a iboe

Legalism in Salvation

Midzit? mi iko’si nin dvi ki téyn ta mi n-momsi si
na ye’i ibé toynt ifel, késa si na fyes ifél ni ibimi,
téyn ta:

There are many religious systems which teach salvation
by works, or which try to mix works with faith, such as:

Bimi + lém isa’ I Mosis

Believe + keep the Law of Moses

Bimi + ghi si anam a kya

Believe + be circumcised

Bimi + i fsi mu mi jva

Believe + water baptism

Bimi + i fe’ti mbi shyasi

Believe + confess your sins

Bimi + ma’i awo a nyelini-a kiawatinaniififu
ngen i zya

Believe + give up your bad habits and fully surrender

Bimi + fi dyéyn ki n6 iwo anteyn a ndayn késa na
keli ikumi wuyn yi ngeyn ghi fi ches fisi.

Believe + make a public display or have great sorrow of
a show of tears

Bimi + zi a chods

Believe + church membership

Miti ntum i jur ghi na bimi ka wa ba’si afo a li a!

But the Gospel is Believe plus Nothing!

lye’ti isa’ a dzi a fi a kilitéynst nin chi ateyn

Legalism in Christian Living

A keéyna nin ghi awo isa’ a li a ta ghi nin ye'ti atu
ni kiliteynsi:

Here are some types of religious legalism imposed on
Christians:

Ka moém: ikfa’t na wul nin faytt kya Fiyini bom ta
wu bam ifwo i li kesa jumti mbani st awo na ni ka
ni.

Taboos: thinking one is spiritual because he abstains
from certain things or follows a certain system of do’s
and don’ts.

Sint nchint si gheli ghi li: iwo yeyni na st na chi
nchini kiliteynsi n-dyéyn na wa nin keli si na laf a
dziili, kuadziili,taniadziili, kimintalia, n}
ight a ghi n-ghi na ghi kya iwo i Fiyini.

Imitating Personalities: the idea that living the
Christian life is conformity in dress, mannerisms,
speech, etc., with those who seem spiritual.

Ilayn ghi fé’'ni ni i li: “Mbi shyasi nin bem chwo
semsi, bom teyn mi n-kya iwo i Fiyini chwo va”,
késa mi chi ayvis wa chi a njwost iwuyn.”

Relative Righteousness: “your sins are worse than
mine, therefore I am more spiritual” or “I am spiritual
and you are carnal.”

Ilaimli: Iwo i Fiyini toyni a itapi tiléemi, dim a,
ke’ ta wui n-fvi meyn si iwuyn, fé chimi a.

Ecstatics: spirituality by speaking in tongues, groaning,
getting in a trance, fainting.

Nyabli ni ngen: iwo Fiyini toynf si na chu’li nin
ngen késa si fayti si mi ki né ngeg ntawo ajugaa
li a, fvi ki no si awo a juna a li a kesa awo ta wul
na keli ki n6 si ni bom wul nin kfa’'tt sce na Fiyini
f nin sanli-a kum a.

Asceticism: spirituality by self-sacrifice or extreme self
denial; giving up normal activities or even necessities in
the mistaken notion that God is impressed.

Awo a nansi ni-a: Iwo yéyni na wil nin fayti kya
iwo [ Fiyini bom ta wu n-td’ If abas ilvi iko’si késa
si nansi. A na ghi itu’ ni Abostil3, gheli Jtisi i Iém
isi i anam na ghi iwo to ijél ni kilitéynsi. A n-ghia
minchi a féyn, I fvi i mu keésa iwo 1 mo’ abas a

Ritual: idea that one is spiritual because he goes
through various forms of ceremony or ritual. In the
Apostle’s day, the Jews promoted circumcision as
necessary to the Christian walk. These days, baptism or
one of the other sacraments is promoted as being
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nagsini-a ghi 11 lem a na yi n-keli si na ghi jee ta
ka wul  bee.

necessary to salvation.

Ifimsi kiim dzi zi a ghi nin ni iwo ateyn ni iwo
zi a ka yi fvi ibam ateyn: Iwo I yeyni téyn na wa
nin kya iwo I Fiyini bom ta wa nin fayti jém, fu a,
fe’ti iwo i Fiyini, nd{ a chds, ni a lia. Miti awo na
kéyna a ki n-keli wi nge’ teyn nin ma ki gvi ta wul
kiliteyn n-lema ibimi ma wu fi meyn luyn ni
Ayvis a Nwa’ni-a. A n-ghi wi iwo zi a yi n-ni na
wul na kya Fiyini fi lema a Kilitus. Yi n-jof na ghi
dyeyn si a nyin ateyn.

Confusing Means with Results: the idea that you are
spiritual if you are faithful in praying, giving, witnessing,
attending church, and so forth. But - these legitimate
activities are a result of Christian growth and the filling
of the Holy Spirit. They are not the means for
spirituality or growth in Christ. It is important to
distinguish this difference.

Dzi kiim atem ifu sal{i nin ghi téyn: A na ghi ta wa
n-yini aka’ a mo’, ki ko’st ki st Kilitus, a tist Ayvis
a Nwa’ni-a, no mi ga ta wa n-ni ki gvi ni imya’ti
wu bu fi ghi wi si la si ndu ale’ (aso tkwo, akas
1kwo, ni ngd’si tosi). W nin feli fvisi njuny Fiyini,
adya’ abas ayvis a iwo a fl wa n-ni gvi st Fiyini fi,
a ghi ifu ki salu.

The Grace principle is this: when you are in fellowship,
occupied with Christ, and controlled by the Holy Spirit,
all of your activities bring eternal reward (gold, silver,
precious stones). You are producing divine good, and
the spiritual power for your efforts comes from God as a
grace provision.

A na ghi ta wa nin yini wi aka’ 3 mo’ (bom ta wa
bl fé’'ti mbi), wa na ki ko’st ki si ngen) 1 zya, wa na
tist ngey 1 zya, no mi gha na sasa ghi ki téyn. No
mi ni ifeli i juyi ni va wa na feli fvisi ki njun wul
(inka’, iwi, ni tyvafa).No adya’ ayvis a nin ghi wi
ta ki nin to'tt ifel 1 zya, imya’ti ghi wi si 12 si na
ghi st inyeyni iyvi.

When you are out of fellowship (sin not confessed), you
are occupied with yourself, you control yourself,
everything is chaos. Even with your good works you are
only producing human good (wood, hay, and stubble).
There is no spiritual power supporting your efforts, and
there is no reward for them in heaven.

Si na yvint iwo [ Fiyini nin ghi wi ichi yé'ti isa’.
Beyti dzi zt a ghi nin be na yi n-ghi ateyn. No mi
gha ta wa n-ni nin ghi ma ghi ka’ a ghi I& boysi
iyvi, ilvi ta we n-ni awo ghi ati-ati.

Obedience to God’s Word is not legalism. Remember
the definition. Everything you do has the potential for
reward in heaven, under the right circumstances.

Miti wul vzi a wl n-chi ye’t? isa’ nin bim1 wi ki na
ifélijuni zt a wu n-ni st Fiyini f nin lém wi ki
nweyn na wu na yini aka’ a mo’ fi jeli néyn Bobo
miti na yi nin ni yweyn a wu na faytf kya iwo I
Fiyini fi ghi kiliteyn 1 bemni.

But the legalist thinks that the good works he does for
God will not only keep him in fellowship and walking
with the Lord but will also make him more spiritual and
a great Christian.

Dzi z+ a wayn-ni vzi a wii n-boli ibimi n-ghi ateyn-
Rome 14

Characteristics of the Weaker Brother - Romans 14

9yi n-j6ft na wa jan Rome nchweest 14 jee ta ka
wa toyni ibéyst ale’ ghayn.)

[ Please read Romans chapter 14 before going through
the discussion in this section. |

Rome 14 n-fayti meyn fe’ti ighi z# a wul vzi a wu
n-chi ye’t? isa’ nin ghi ateyn, ghi togti kimi gweyn
na “wayn-ni vzi a wu n-boli”. Alé’ na kéyna nin
ghi alé’ a to a dyeyn ta ka ghi na keli ikfa'ti atem a
jup a st wul vz a wu n-ni iwo yi bef a kesa, “ghi
wi ayvis”. Wa kya na, ghesina n6 gi jim nin keli
Hlwé’ vzi a ghi nin boli ateyn. Wa li a wa na ghi

Romans 14 has a splendid description of the
characteristics of a legalistic person who is called the
“weaker brother.” This is a great passage about how to
think grace toward someone who does something
obnoxious or “unspiritual”. Remember - we all have
areas of weakness. You may be the stronger believer in
some of your areas of strength, and a weaker brother in
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waul 1 bimini 1 to a #lwe’ ghé a wa nin to ateyn, ghi
wayni vzi a wu n-boli Hiwe’ ghé a wa nin boli
ateyn. [ yeyn na yeyni ki ibyas 1 jim n-ghi si gamti
va na ka wa na ye'ti isa’ fi sa’ gheli.

areas of weakness. The idea in both cases is to avoid
legalism and judgmentalism.

Wil 1 bimini vzi a wii nin toni a Rome 14 n-ghi
ma wu ghe’'ni meyn, kya ifu atem a jun a ni mba’t
Fiyini, ki ko’st ki ni Kilitus, lum ghi milvi ki si idvi
fela a tist Ayvis a Nwa'ni-a.

The strong believer in Romans 14 is mature, oriented to
grace and the plan of God, occupied with Christ, and
operates in fellowship most of the time under the power
of the Holy Spirit.

Wayn-ni vzi a wl nin boli nin kya wi ifui atem a
juna, ki n6 abas a nchini ayvis, teyn wi na chi
ye'tiisa’ a dzi i mo’ kesa si i dvi. Wi na du’ ghi wi
a jin a bu ki na wu n-sa’tt wul 1 bimini vzi a wu n-
toni ibimi ale’ a li a ta ki nin bila ké’ i ke’ia
nweyn a nchint. Wayn-ni vzi a wu nin boli ibimi
nin keli dzi i mo’ késa si li si a féyn:

The weaker brother is disoriented to grace, especially in
the area of spirituality, and practices one or more forms
of legalism. He is not comfortable unless he is judging
the stronger believer in some gray area of behavior.

The weaker brother has one or more of the following
characteristics:

Wayn=ni vzi a wii nin boli nin to a miwoli  mbol
miti fayt} kya wi iwo i Fiyini késa si na kfa'ti a dzi
ni Fiyini fi.

The weaker brother is strong on scruples but not well
informed about doctrine or divine viewpoint.

Wayn=ni vzi a wu n-boli n-feli ki ta wu n-ku, ta
iwuyn nin lum, ta ghi tf na si chi ko’, awo ki a wu
toyni ateyn, ale’ ki a wu fvi ateyn, a ghi wi a samo’
Nwa’l} Fiyini.

The weaker brother operations on criteria of feelings,
emotions, traditions, experiences, background, instead
of Bible truth.

Wayn-ni vzi a wu n-boli ibimi nin fela a tist
njwosi iwuyn, fvist njuy wul (inka’, iwi, ni tyvafa)
a ghi ti wu kfa’ na a nin ghi njur Fiyini (asce tkwo,
akas tkwo ni ngo’si tost).

The weaker brother operates in the energy of the flesh,
producing human good (wood, hay, stubble) which he
thinks is divine good (gold, silver, precious stones).

Wayn-ni vzi a wu n-boli n-ghayst iwuyn fl lum
kulf ki kuli ight a ghi n-toni ibimi, lum sa’tt ki sa’ti
agena.

The weaker brother is proud and critical of the strong
believer, always judging him.

Wayn-ni vzi a wu n-boli ibimi nin li azue a yweyn
wu tur) awo ni gheli ghi li, lém kéighory, bé awo a
bia, sa’ a.

The weaker brother sticks his nose into the affairs of
others by gossiping, maligning, and judging.

Wayn-ni vzi a wu n-boli nf wit momsi si bom afo i
na lf no mi nda kam zis ki ateyn

The weaker brother likes to set up a mold and try to
squeeze everyone into it, so he is a bully.

Wayn-ni vzi a wu n-boli n-lum du’a wult ki wuli,
bom ta wu né’a a yweyn iku, wu n-lum du’a li no
mi ft gha si iwo ki na ghi na keli ilvi pweyn, wu
faytt koynst isuyn st mgen  nweyn fi ghi chfilf na
ghi na bénti gweyn ma yi lu a fini fi mbi n}
yweyn.

The weaker brother has a guilt complex, so he is
emotionally unstable; he is sensitive and demands
attention; he is full of self-pity and lusts for approbation
in his sin nature.

Wayn-ni vzi a wu n-boli wu n-ki gheli ghi li ghe’a
momst si kan anena, wu n-bas ¥wuyn wu na kap
awo ki a gheli ghi li nin ni f1 feli a.

The weaker brother is jealous of others and tries to
discredit them; he nit-picks and condemns the activities
and projects of others.

Ki: Wayn-ni ta wu n-boli n-ghi bom ta wu 1&’ si

Note: the weaker brother is weak because he resists
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fsisi iye’ kim tifu ti atem a juna. Wu ka’ a wu fi
nyansi na ghi a jly ilvi ta wu fe’ti mbisi nweynsi,
a na tist Ayvis a Nwa’ni-a, wu na fi jumti iwo s na
faytt fsist iwo i Fiyini ta yi nin nf gweyn a wu na
to ibimi.

Grace doctrines. He can recover quickly by confessing
sin, being controlled by the Holy Spirit, and pursuing a
program of intake of Bible truth which will make him
spiritually strong.

Tifé’ni ma ti lU a Galesiya

lllustration from Galatians

Yi n-joft na wa jan ki n6 ywa’li na yéyn i jim st
gheli Galesiya jee ta ka wa ki kali ta ghi fu kali ni
dzi zt a ichi ye’ti isa’ nin ghi ateyn a chos
Galesiya. Awo anteyna na kali a dzi a féyn teyn:

It is important that you read the entire Epistle to the
Galatians prior to reading this outline review of legalism
in the Galatian church. The sequence of events was:

1Gheli ghibimini a Galesiya nin lze gvi isas ni
gheli Judiya ta ghi na chi isas isa’ an0yn be iwo na
ghi keli si anam a wil.

1. The Galatian believers came under the influence
of Judaistic legalism from the Circumcision crowd.

2.Anena l2 meyn fvisi ngenst anena si na jeli a
dzi ifu atem a jupa i zisi ngensi agena isas isa’.

2. They took themselves out from under the Grace
principle and put themselves under the Law.

3.Anena n-la2 meyn zit} na si bam minchi, njonsi,
milvi, ni benst.

3. They soon adopted a practice of observing the
days, months, times, and years.

4.Yi n-lae meyn ni agena sesi beénti ndyeynsit
agena i fayti B6l na a nin ghi ‘mbayni”.

4, This influenced their appreciation of their
teacher and turned the Apostle Paul into an “enemy.”

5.Anena na bu fi lema wi i Kilitus wu bu fi “ba’li
wi antéyni ni agena”, bom téyn agena na bu fi
lema wi si ghe’'ni.

5. Their growth process was stopped and Christ
was not “formed in them”, so they were not growing
into maturity.

6.Bom ta ghi na si lema ki si ilee bula ghi ghi
ghe’ni ibimi, nkaynti ifel (a feli fvisi Ayvis a
Nwa'ni-a) ghi teyn fvisi, ifeli i anena na si ghi ki
ifeli i ankar) a ghi ta njwost iwulyn si na chfili.

6. As aresult of slowed growth and the absence of
maturity, bonafide production (by means of the filling of
the Holy Spirit) was curtailed, and their only production
was a false production expressed as lusts of the flesh.

7.Si ndu ni ifeli i fvisi i ankang ndiyeéyniawoalia
na bor nda ki siidvi:

7. Along with this pseudo-production went many
other factors:

-ghi i na kin tkfim a 5: 26

- The glory-seeking concept of 5:26

-mba’t} si na santi fvisi nomindaa 6: 1

- The practice of straightening everyone else
out, 6:1

-iwo kiim st na st “boli a” ki nd si na feli fvisiaa
dzi iwo i Fiyini a 6: 2-6

- The concept of “weariness” with actual
doctrinal spiritual production, 6:2-6

-mba’ti si na ni na “gheli ghi li na ku a jip”,
ngwa’, ighf a wa isas, kesa ighf a ghi n-nganti, 6:
11-13

- The program of “impressing others”, peers,
subordinates, or superiors, 6:11-13

Iwo yeyni na a nin keli wul ikfim, nin Iém Fiyini
abe, yi ké’'ni ifuiatem ajunaa 6: 14, 15

- The idea that man gets the glory, God is left
out, the antithesis of Grace, 6:14,15

Midziti mzi a ghi ka’ a ghi fvisi a chos Galesiya
nin ghi ma ghi nya’ti meyn abas itziyn:

The principles to be derived from the example of the
Galatian church are listed below:

1. Sinaye’tiisa’ nin ghi bom ta wul n-le’ meyn

2. Legalism is a result of a process of turning away
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fvi antéyni samo’. A n-ghi iwo ma wul # cho’'ni
cho’ni (icho’ni). Gheli na cho’ni ki n6 cho’ni si
na chi aye'tiisa’.

from the truth. Itis therefore deliberate (volitional).
People deliberately choose legalism.

2. Inkiiye'ti isa’ zt a wul na jumti n-ghi kim inki | 3. The type of legalism which a person follows is often
ale’ zi a wu n-fvi ateyn, iwo zi a wl nin yeyn a be related to some kind of background exposure,
gweyn ike’, iwo ini i ni-i, keésa fidzitt. Nchini practice, or principle. A person’s culture and
ila’ ni wul ni dzi zi a ghi léemst ko’ ni wul upbringing will determine what type of religion he
ateyn ni fe’ts inki iwo I Fiyini zi a ka wu jumti. follows. Galatians deals with religious legalism
Galeslya nin be iwo kiim ichi ye’ti isa’ ma yi which came out of Jewish law and practice.
lali a isaa ni gheli J{ist ni nchini anena.

3. Ichi ye'ti isa’ nin lum ghi ma’ aba’li ki iwo [ 4. Legalism always has a pseudo-content, “another

ankan, “inki iwo I Fiyini I li yi ke’ i si a nyin”. gospel of a different kind”. Galatians 1:6.

Galesiya 1: 6

4. Ana ghitéyn taichi ye'tiisa’ niyizitisinafeli | 5. Once legalism begins to operate in a believer’s life,

a nchini ni wul } bimini, wu na si kulf iwo z1 a yi he becomes suspicious of another person’s motives,

n-chem wul ilvi, dzisi yweyn, ni ntum. Galesiya 1: methods, message. Galatians 1:10-12.

10-12

5 Kiliteyn vzi a wi ghe’ni ibimi ma wu fvi ikosi-a | 6. A mature Christian who has been in a legalistic

fi a gheli ti na chi-a ye’ti isa’ li a wu yeyn keli ichi religion can spot legalism a mile off. Paul was at the

ye’tl isa’ no st a nje. B6l na mya’ $ mya’ atu iwo i top of Judaism before his conversion. Galatians

Fiyini nin gheli Jsi jlf ta ka ghi beynsi nweyn. 1:13,14.

Galesiya 1: 13, 14

6. Ichi ye'tiisa’ nin gviilvi fi li yijéli a midzitisi | 7. Legalism sometimes uses techniques of infiltration,

zi si fyes, s soy si ki, s yvigti miwoli, kem ké’ na or spying, to gather information, while operating

ghi nin ghe’nt chi  chi. Wul vzi a wu n-chi ye'td under a cloak of respectability. The legalist will bide
isa’ nin fayti i 1f #vi gweyn kin na #lvi 1 jly gvi a his time until it suits his purpose to act. Galatians

whu lali. Galesiya 2: 1-4. 2:1-4.

7. A na si ghi ta gheli ghi a ghi n-chi ye'tiisa’ ta 8. When legalists are met with truth, in terms of

ghi koyni ni samo’, ki no ta yi n-ghi ghi f 11 ateyn, content and procedure, it crumbles and is unable to

yi fe i na bu fi kya wi si luynsi awo ki a yi n-kin. fulfill its objectives. Strong teaching keeps legalists

Ifayti iye’i ni gheli gi a ghi nin chi ye’tt isa’ na ghi from getting their campaigns launched. Galatians

na wo si fel. Galesiya 2: 5-9. 2:5-9.

8. Gheli ghi a ghi nin chi ye’ti isas isa’ ke fe ighon | 9. When legalists lose a battle on one front, they will

abas ali a, a anena kasi yvinti fi ke’ abas ali a. regroup and form another base of operations on

Gheli ghi a ghi nin chi ye't} isa’ wo si ku wul another front. When legalists cannot get a grasp on

ibimini bom ta wu n-ghi antéyni ni gheli ghi to a person when he is in the company of strong

ibimi, a anena ni kasf gvi gvi a nweyn atu ilvi ta believers, they will concentrate on him when he is

wu n-ti ki ni1 nyin. standing alone.

9 Ichi yé'ti aisa’ ni yi na ghi antéyni ni gheli ghi | 10. Legalism is often seen in leadership before it is seen

ast jee ta ka yi ke’ a ndayn antéyni ndé Fiyini. Wul
wil ast kee si na chi a ye'tt isa, a wu li gheli ghi li
zist ateyn. [ yeyn na yéyni n-nyansi li alé’ ilvi ta
ifel st ndu wi wul wil asi na ki it6’ti. St achfiti, a
na ghi ilvi ta awo nin to gvi abas ikwo, a wul wii
asi na keli im6m si vzi si a midziti na ghi na ni
iwo yi fvi ki ifu i atem a jupa.

in the congregation. And when a leader gets
involved in legalism, he influences others to go with
him. This happens often when a project is going
sour and the leader is desperate for support.
Example: when there is financial trouble, there is a
great temptation to get away from principles of
grace giving.
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10. Iwo kiim ichi ye’t} a isa’ na ghi ma yi ka’ a yi
na k&’ ki nd a jin alen iwo a li alvi fili. Ana ghi a
chost Galesiya, ichi ye'ti isa’ na ghi isa’ ta ghi li
fye’. Isa’ nin ghi iwo bef i wi ateyn, ‘Si gvi ni
ghesina st Christ”, ichi I ye’ti isa’ na bebst iwo na
yeyni. fchfiti i li: Ichi ye’t} isa’ nin li iye’i kiim na
ghi bas iwuyn si mbzi yi 1ém na a n-ghi dzi si na
to iwo i Fiyini. Yi n-11 iye’i k(im ifsi i mu yi lem na
wul ka’ wu b(i na ghi wul $ mo’ a chds bula wu
toyni ateyn.

11. The content of legalism is often something that has a
bonafide function in some other context. In the
Galatian churches, legalism was a distortion of the
Law. The Law has a real and bonafide function, “to
bring us to Christ”, and legalism distorted it. Other
examples: legalism takes the doctrine of Separation
and makes it the doctrine of spirituality; it takes the
doctrine of Baptism and makes it the doctrine of
church membership.

Iwo i yeyni na “akds” a Galesiya 5: 1 nin dyéyn na
st na ghi akos a midzitt ta wul lem si na chi
ateyn”. Iyeyn na yéyni gi wi ta wul nin bim chi
chi, cha’'nt chi 1 chi. Isa’i na keli wi nge’. S si anam
na keli wi nge’. Miti gheli ghi a ghi na chi ye’tt isa’
nin lze meyn ténst ifwd na wéyn na si tist wul ma
wul na ghi si na feli feli ateyn.

The term “bondage” in Galatians 5:1 means “the
slavery to the principles and ways of regular human
living.” This is not the idea of degraded
lasciviousness or debauchery. The Law was
bonafide; circumcision was bonafide. But these
were distorted by legalists to that they became the
master of the person instead of his tools.

1]

11 Wul vzi a wu n-chi ye'ti isa’ nin ghi ma ghi “lo
meyn”. Iwo na yeyni nin ndyéyn na “ghi gvi ni
ndoyn a wa atu bom ikost iyumi.” Ichi y&'t} isa’
nin fom s wul ta iwuyn nin chfili na ghi na bén t
a i ghfi gyweyn zi ndu a ki ta wi na moémsi si na
chi a ye'ti isas isa’. Galesiya 3: 1-3.

12. The legalistic person has been “bewitched.” This
terms means “to have evil brought upon you by vain
praise.” Legalism appeals to a person’s lust for
approbation and tries to drag him into legalism to
satisfy it. Galatians 3:1-3.

Wil vzi a wil n-moémsti si na chia ye’ti isa’, ghi beé
na wu nin ghi “angu” yi dyéyn na “wu n-kya wi
iwo”. Ichi ye’tt a isa’ nin wul 1 chonni 1 bemni ivi
a scest ni gheli ghibimini. yi n-chor gheli na ka
agena na faytt kell iwo [ Fiyini ni saest no si jim a
nchini yi ye’tt ifu atem a jupa.

The person in legalism is described as “foolish”,
meaning “not understanding.” Legalism is one of
the greatest robbers of Christian benefits; it robs
people of their understanding of the Word of God
and all of the benefits of the Grace life.

12 Wul 1 vz a wu n-chi y&'tt isa’ lum ye’'i wi awo
a fl a wu n-toyni ateyn. Wu na ghani a, no mi ta
wu ni wu feé chwost, i fi momsi chwost, wi na
yeyn wi njas  gweyn. W' u na yeyn awo a gweyn
ki ndii  wi, wu It na fvi ki iwo a féyn zi atyen ni [
li. Lum ki ki I zi-1 a yi n-jof}, lum kuli wi, lum ni wi
na ghi li kul. Galesiya 3: 4

13. The legalist does not learn from experience. He has
great tenacity; and despite many failures and vain
strivings, he still can’t see his error. He sees his
programs not working, so he has to go from one
thing to the next, always looking for something
better, never satisfied, and never satisfying others.
Galatians 3:4.

13 Kimi afo ki a wul vzi a wu n-chi ye’tt isa’ n-ni
wu lém nger) # gweyn isas nin ghi kimi afo ki a ki
ni ki 1ali len ma’ yweyn. Kiliteyn nin kae si léem 1
ngen 1 nweyn isas awo ta gheli ghi li n-bamsi, a
wu l& fan tt kfeyni iwo. Ki n6 iwo zi a wu n-fvisi
ni dyéyn na wu nin ghi ki a yumsi bom ta yi ni
nweyn a wu na lum cho’ wi afvi. Ifu atem a juna
nin ghi ki dzi zi a yi b(l timi ni na #lwé’ vzi a wul
bimini nin wuti ateyn na gha’ ndi asi.

14. The very thing that the legalist puts himself under is
that which rises up to smite him. When a Christian
puts himself under the taboos of others, he can’t
measure up. So he puts himself under a church
organization, and he still can’t measure up. The
very system that he embraces proves him to be
deficient by always presenting a moving target.
Grace is the only system which does not magnify the
believer’s deficiencies.

Ifu atem a juna st va ni mboyni...

Grace to you, and peace...
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