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ibâʼlɨ ichînɨ ̀(ilema i Kɨl̀itèynsɨ)̀ Edification  (Christian Growth) 

Ta yi n-ghɨ/fɨtoŋi Definition / Etymology 

Iwo i ̀mòʼ i li a Ŋwàʼlɨ̀ Fɨ̀yiǹì ta ghɨ n-li ̂sɨ nà bêysɨ̀ 
iwo kûm il̀ema i kɨ̀litèynsɨ̀ n-ghɨ ibàʼlɨ̀ i chin̂ɨ̀. 
Ibaʼlɨ̀ i chin̂ɨ̀ nɨn ghɨ àleŋ that wùl nɨn lema ndû 
abàs ayvɨs ta kɨ̀litèyn ɨ vzɨ̂ a wù n-chi ̂ta mbaʼtɨ̀ 
Fɨ̀yiǹɨ nɨ̀ kɨŋ, wu fi ̂luynsɨ̂ iwo yèyni ̀a ghɨ chwòsɨ̀ 
na ''yi na kwo lemâ kɨ lema antêynɨ njùŋ  fi ̂lemâ 
anteynɨ̀ it̀of'' nɨ̀ Jisos Kɨ̀litus. 

One of the words in the Bible used to describe Christian 
growth is edification.  Edification is the process of 
spiritual growth in a Christian who is living according to 
the plan of God and who is fulfilling the command to 
“grow in grace and in the knowledge” of Jesus Christ.  

Iwo zɨ̀ a ghɨ bèynsɨ̀ itaŋi Gɨ̀îk na ''ibaʼlɨ̀ ichinɨ̀'' 
(oikodome), izɨyn iwo ghɨ yeyn a mɨ̂lèʼnɨ̀ mɨ bèʼi ̀
ghɨ a Ŋwàʼlɨ̀ Mɨ̀kâyn ɨn Fɨ̂: 

The Greek word which is translated “edification” is 
(oikodome), a noun found in a number of New 
Testament passages: 

Rome 14: 19 

Ghesɨ̀nà momsɨ sɨ nà ni ̂kɨ àwo ki ̀a kɨ n-gvi ̂nɨ̀ 
mbôynɨ̀, ni ̂ta wùl na lema ɨ̀ lema a ŋweyn ibɨmi. 

Romans 14:19 
Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace 
and the things by which one may edify another. 

2 Kolin 10: 8 

Bobo n-fu meyn àdyaʼ sɨ̂ mà a yi atu, ma mà kæsɨ 
nà dyal mɨ dyalɨ kûm àdyaʼ ateyn, a mà na wumî 
wi ̀bòm ta wù fu na mà faytɨ faytɨ zɨ nɨ̀ ànkeyna, 
wù bû fu nà mà besɨ bebsɨ zɨ nɨ̀ ànkeyna. 

2 Corinthians 10:8 
For even if I should boast somewhat more about our 
authority, which the Lord gave us for edification and not 
for your destruction, I shall not be ashamed. 

2 Kolin 13: 10 

Mɨ n-nyâʼ ŋwàʼlɨ̀ yèyn na yɨ gvi sɨ̂ zɨ̀ sɨ asɨ jæ ta ka 
mà gvi, ta ka ma se sɨ gvi ̀ma yi kfɨnɨ meyn, a mà 
faŋ tɨ̀ fi ̀dyêyn adyaʼ à kema, yi n-kya na adyaʼ kì a 
Fɨ̀yiǹi ̀fɨ̀ fù sɨ̂ mà nɨn ghɨ na mà na lemsɨ zɨ̀ lemsɨ 
nɨ̀ àkeyna. Wù bû fu na mà na bebsɨ̂ bèbsɨ zɨ 
ateyn. 

2 Corinthians 13:10 
Therefore I write these things being absent, lest being 
present I should use sharpness, according to the authority 
which the Lord has given me for edification and not for 
destruction. 

Efesùs 4: 12, 16, 19 

12Wù n-læ ni têyn sɨ baʼtɨ ghelɨ ghɨ bɨminɨ na ghɨ 
na kya sɨ ni ̀ifêl i Fɨ̀yiǹi ̀ta ka ɨwuyn Christ, ma à ti 
ndo Fɨ̀yiǹi ̀na lemâ. 

16Wù n-ni-à ɨbyàs ɨwuyn ɨ̀ jɨ̀m n-ghɨ kɨ sɨ afo à 
mòʼ, no mɨ àyûŋ à kà ɨ̀wùyn ɨ gâmtɨ̀ sɨ ghal kɨ 
ɨwuyn ɨ̀ jɨ̀m. Nô mɨ àbâs à kà nɨn se sɨ fèlɨ ta ka  kɨ 
keli sɨ nà felà, ɨwuyn ɨ̀ jɨ̀m nà sɨ lemâ fi ̂faytɨ̂ to-a 
bòm ta ɨbyâs ateyn nɨn kôŋ ngeŋsɨ. 

19Àŋena n-maʼi meyn ngeŋsɨ àŋena nà sɨ bɨm chi ̂
ta bɨsɨ, nà bu fɨ wumi ̂wi,̀ koli ̂mɨ iǹki ̀iwo i bzɨ-i i 
kà ni ̂ndû kɨ ndu, nchɨ̂nɨ̀ àteyn fom ndû kɨ asɨ. 

Ephesians 4:12,16,19 
12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ,  
16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together 
by what every joint supplies, according to the effective 
working by which every part does its share, causes growth 
of the body for the edifying of itself in love.  
19 who, being past feeling, have given themselves over to 
lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 

ɨlwêʼ nâ ghàyn nô ɨ̀ jɨ̀m, ibaʼlɨ̀ i chin̂ɨ̀ nɨn kelɨ dzɨ sɨ̀ 
bò. 

In all these passages, edification has two meanings. 

• Kɨ̀ nô sɨ chɨ̀yntɨ̀ yi n-fèʼtɨ̀ iẁo kûm sɨ bàʼlɨ̀ 
sɨ koʼsɨ ɨwuyn Kɨ̀litùs. À n-ghɨ a Efesùs 4: 

• Collectively it refers to the building up of the 
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16, a wà yeyn na ilemsɨ-i wul ɨ̀ mòʼ ɨ̀ mòʼ 
nɨn goʼsɨ̀ nɨ̀ ib̀aʼlɨ̀ i chôs i.̀ 

body of Christ.  In Ephesians 4:16, you can see that the 
edification of individuals results in the building up of 
the church. 

• Sɨ wul ɨ̀ bɨminɨ ɨ̀ moʼ ɨ̀ mòʼ, ibaʼlɨ̀ i chin̂ɨ̀ 
nɨn ghɨ il̀ema àbàs ayvɨs sɨ nà fi ̂kelɨ àdyaʼ 
a nchin̂ɨ̀ nɨ̀ kɨ̀litèynsɨ̀, yi ndu kɨ sɨ làysɨ̀ 
izɨ̀yn i Fɨ̂yiǹi ̀iyvɨ. 

• For individual believers, edification refers to the 
spiritual growth and momentum in the Christian way of 
life, resulting in the glorification of God. 

• Ghɨ chɨ̂yntɨ̀ li ̀nô iẁo zɨ̀ i ̀jɨ̂m a iwo nâ 
yèyni ̀n-bê, a ghɨ beynsɨ , oikodome na, 
''abaʼlɨ̀, sɨ bàʼlɨ̀ sɨ koʼsɨ,'' kesa, ''sɨ nà ni ̂
abaʼlɨ̀.''. Ghɨ kæ sɨ li ̀iwo ateyn kɨ iǹyeyni a 
ghɨ beynsɨ na ''ibaʼlɨ̀ i chiŷnɨ̀''. 

• When the collective connotation is used, oiko-
dome should be translated "construction, building up," 
or "building process."  When the individual connotation 
is used, oikodome should be translated "edification." 

Sɨ lema a Kɨ̀litùs, kɨ̀litèyn n-kelɨ sɨ na faŋ wi sɨ nà 
yɨnɨ̂ akaʼ à mòʼ ŋêyn Bobo toynɨ̂ a ifèʼtɨ̀ i mbɨ, fi ̂
yèʼi à fi ̂li ̂iỳeʼi i Ŋwàʼlɨ̀ Fɨ̀yiǹi.̀ 

To grow in Christ, a Christian must be consistent on a 
daily basis in staying in fellowship with the Lord 
through confession of sin, and learning and applying 
Bible teaching. 

Ibaʼlɨ̀ i chin̂ɨ̀ niǹ ghɨ dzɨ sɨ nà ndû nɨ̀ asɨ a fi ̂kolâ 
mɨ̀tam a nchin̂ɨ̀ nɨ̀ kɨ̀litèynsɨ̀. 

Edification is the means of advancement and 
productivity in the Christian way of life. 

Iwo i Fɨ̂yiǹi ̀zɨ̀ a ghɨ yèʼi meyn  kelɨ sɨ nà yɨsɨ̂ ayvɨs 
a wûl kɨ̀mɨ nɨ̀ wùl antêynɨ̀ ta ka wù na kfeynɨ̂ sɨ 
chi ichi a mbzɨ afêyn nɨ̀ izɨ-ì a yi læ̀ mæ wi. Yi n-
gayn à bòm ta wùl nɨ̀ baʼlɨ̀ wul antêynɨ̀. 

Doctrine that is learned must feed both the human spirit 
and the human soul for capacity for both human and 
eternal life.  Edification of the soul is the result. 

Ikoŋi ̀nɨn ghɨ dzɨ sɨ chem a igheʼnɨ̀ sɨ nà fi ̂baʼlɨ̀ 
nchin̂ɨ̀ (lemâ iwo ta wà yèʼi na kya chi ̂ateyn), 1 
Kolin 8 

Love is the means of reaching maturity and being 
edified (growing in applied knowledge),  1 Corinthians 
8 

Ilema ikòŋ nɨ̀ kɨ̀litèynsɨ̀ nɨn ghɨ nchwæ sɨ dyêyn 
na wùl nɨ̀n yeʼi ̂fi ̂chi ̂iẁo i Fɨ̂yiǹi.̀ ''Wà nɨ̀n keli ̂ta 
àŋena n-ghɨ toynɨ̂ a mɨ̂tàm a fi ̂a àŋena nɨn kelɨ…''. 
Ayvɨs nɨn kolâ mɨ̀tam bòm ta ghɨ n-bàʼlɨ̀ koʼsɨ. 

The growth of Christian love is a sign that a person has 
been learning and applying doctrine.  "By their fruit you 
shall know them..."  The fruit of the Spirit is a result of 
edification. 

• Kôŋ Fɨ̀yiǹi ̀ɨ Bæ̀ bòm wul vzɨ̀ a wù n-ghɨ ɨ̀ 
ŋweyn nɨn ghɨ iẁo zɨ̀ a yi n-chɨyn na wùl 
na fvɨsɨ̂ iỳeʼ iwo i Fɨ̂yiǹi.̀ 

• Personal love for God the Father is and 
motivation for the reception of doctrine. 

• Kôŋ wul mɨ̀sòŋ a ghɨ wi bòm iẁo nɨ̀n ghɨ 
ik̀ôŋ zɨ̀ a ghɨ n-kelɨ sɨ nà fèlɨ̀ ateyn. Iyeyn 
nâ yèyni ̀n-gâmtɨ̀ na wùl na lutɨ̂ yvɨtɨ̂ iẁo 
zɨ̀ a nfèʼtɨ̀ ɨ̀ yèʼinɨ nɨn bê kòŋ a wù na ghɨ 
no mɨ ti a. 

• Impersonal love for all mankind is functional 
love.  For example, it gives one the ability to listen 
objectively to a pastor-teacher regardless of his 
personality. 

• Sɨ nà ki koʼsɨ̀ kɨ wul vzɨ̀ a Kɨ̀litùs n-ghɨ 
ŋweyn nɨ̀n ghɨ iwo zɨ̀ a ikoŋi ̀n-goʼsɨ̀ gvî nɨ̀ 
inyeyn i. 

• Occupation with the person of Christ is the 
ultimate result of love. 

Awo a lì kì ghɨ kɨmɨ ta ibaʼlɨ̀ i chînɨ̀. Synonyms for Edification 

• Ibayn. Efesùs 5, ''…yi ̀jelɨ ta woyn ibayn. • Light.  Ephesians 5, "...walk as children of light. 

• ''ma ghɨ baʼlɨ meyn Kɨ̀litùs antêynɨ̀ nɨ̀ zɨ̀'' • "Christ formed in you" Galatians 4:19, connotes 
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Gàlesiỳà 4: 19, n-dyèyn ib̀âʼlɨ̀ i nchin̂ɨ̀. edification. 

• ''Wul ɨ̀ fɨ vzɨ̀'', Efesùs 4, Kòlosè 3, n-bê 
ib̀âʼlɨ̀ i chin̂ɨ̀. 

• "The new man," Ephesians 4; Col 3, refers to 
edification 

• ''ɨ wul wu bu fi ̀kelɨ wi fɨ̀nsèʼi.'' Jêm 1: 4 • "The perfect man," James 1:4. 

• ''sɨnɨ̂ nchin̂ɨ̀ Fɨ̀yiǹi,̀'' Efes̀us 5 • "Imitators of God," Ephesians 5: 

Iwo zɨ̀ a iyeʼi i nfèʼtɨ̀ kûm ib̀âʼlɨ̀ i nchin̂ɨ̀ nɨn to bòm 
i ̀nyeyni. 

The Importance of the Pastor's Teaching in Edification. 

Na nfèʼtɨ̀ nɨ̀n kelɨ sɨ nà yèʼi iwo kûm ib̀âʼlɨ̀ i nchin̂ɨ̀ 
nɨn ghɨ ɨlwèʼ wu beʼi ̀ghɨ. 

The responsibility of the pastor in edification is found in 
a number of passages.  

2 Kolin 10: 8 

Bobo n-fu meyn àdyaʼ sɨ̂ mà a yi atu, ma mà kæsɨ 
nà dyal mɨ dyalɨ kûm àdyaʼ ateyn, a mà na wumî 
wi ̀bòm ta wù fu na mà faytɨ faytɨ zɨ nɨ̀ ànkeyna, 
wù bû fu nà mà besɨ bebsɨ zɨ nɨ̀ ànkeyna. 

2 Corinthians 10:8,  For even if I should boast somewhat 
further about our authority, which the Lord gave for 
building you up and not for destroying you, I shall not be 
put to shame, 

• Ghelɨ Koliǹ nà neʼà chwòsɨ̀-à yi ni ̀na Bôl 
baŋsɨ isɨ sɨ̂ àŋena fi ̂tim̀ɨ kɨ̀ nô sɨ kèʼnɨ̀ 
àŋena. 

• The Corinthians wavered so much that Paul 
really had to get tough with them and throw his rank 
around. 

• Ghelɨ Koliǹ nà keysɨ̂ àdyaʼ a Bôl ɨ lù sɨ a fu 
nà ni ̂àwo kɨ̀ sɨ i dvɨ̀ kɨ bebsɨ̂ nchinɨ̀ àŋena 
abàs ayvɨs. 

• The Corinthians were reacting to Paul's 
authority and so were doing many things detrimental to 
their spiritual life. 

• ''adyaʼ à kesa'' n-bê ɨ ghi ̂a àŋena nɨn kelɨ 
tɨfu sɨ nà taŋi taŋi ta nfèʼtɨ̀ ɨ̀ yèʼinɨ kɨ̀mɨ nɨ̀ 
apostɨ̀lsɨ̀, sɨ achfɨtɨ, Àbolòs nɨ̀ Timoti.̀ 
Nfèʼtɨ̀ nâ dyèyn àdyaʼ a ŋweyn toynɨ̂ iyeʼi 
iwo i Fɨ̂yiǹi.̀ 

• "Our authority" refers to those with the 
communication gifts of pastor-teacher as well as 
apostleship, e.g., Apollos and Timothy.  The pastor 
establishes his authority through the communication of 
doctrine. 

• Bôl ni meyn yi na bayn a na wùl nɨ̀n baʼlɨ̀ 
ŋgeŋ ɨ̀ ŋweyn kɨ̀ ɨlvɨ ta wù n-yvɨnɨ  nfèʼtɨ̀ ɨ̀ 
yeʼinɨ ta wù n-faytɨ feʼtɨ̀ iwo i Fɨ̂yìni.̀ 

• Paul makes it  clear that edification depends 
upon accepting the authority of a pastor-teacher who 
communicates doctrinal information. 

2 Kolin 13: 10 

Mɨ n-nyâʼ ŋwàʼlɨ̀ yèyn na yɨ gvi sɨ̂ zɨ̀ sɨ asɨ jæ ta ka 
mà gvi, ta ka ma se sɨ gvi ̀ma yi kfɨnɨ meyn, a mà 
faŋ tɨ̀ fi ̀dyêyn adyaʼ à kema, yi n-kya na adyaʼ kì a 
Fɨ̀yiǹi ̀fɨ̀ fù sɨ̂ mà nɨn ghɨ na mà na lemsɨ zɨ̀ lemsɨ 
nɨ̀ àkeyna. Wù bû fu na mà na bebsɨ̂ bèbsɨ zɨ 
ateyn. 

2 Corinthians 13:10, "For this reason, I am writing these 
things while absent, in order that when I am present, I may 
not use severity in compatibility with the authority which 
God has given to me for the purpose of your edification, 
and not for the purpose of destroying you." 

• Yi n-boynɨ̂ wi ̀ta ka wùl yeʼi no mɨ atu iwo 
à kà ngvɨmlɨ̂ wi ̀wul vzɨ̀ a wù n-yeʼi. 

• No one can learn any subject without accepting 
the authority of the one who teaches. 

• Bòm tèyn, a n-ghɨ iẁo zɨ̀ a yi n-jôf sɨ nà 
kya na ibaʼlɨ̀ i nchin̂ɨ̀ nɨn gvi ̂toynɨ̂ iyeʼi nɨ̀ 
nfèʼtɨ̀ ta wù yèʼi fvɨsɨ̀ nɨ̀n iwo Fɨ̀yìni ̀zɨ̀ a 
ghɨ n-læ lèytɨ̀ lèm sɨ̂ ghelɨ ɨtuʼ ɨ chôs. 

• Therefore, the importance of understanding that 
edification comes through the teaching of a pastor in 
communicating the mystery doctrine of the Church Age. 

1 Tèsàlonikà 5: 12, ''Woyn -ghɨni, ghès nɨn 1 Thessalonians 5:12, "But we request of you, brethren, 
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chwotɨ̂ na, yi ̀na faytɨ̂ ngvɨmlɨ̂ ghelɨ ghi ̀a ghɨ n-fèl 
a yi ̀antêynɨ̀ (yeʼi ̂fi ̂layni ̂à) tèyn ta ɨtu anòyn nɨ̀ 
ghelɨ ghɨ bɨminɨ. Àŋena nɨn tisɨ̂ zɨ̀ fi ̂toʼnɨ̀ nɨ̀ zɨ̀. 

that you respect those pastor-teachers who work hard 
among you [studying and teaching], who have command 
over you in the Lord and give you instruction." 

Dzɨ̀ zɨ̀ a yi ̀gvi ̂nɨ̀ ib̀aʼlɨ̀ ichin̂ɨ̀ nɨ̀n ghɨ ma ghɨ tzɨ nɨ̀ 
tɨ̀yeʼi tɨ ɨghɨ nɨ̀ nkamsɨ ta mbàʼtɨ̀ Fɨ̀yiǹi ̀n-ghɨ. 

The road to edification is paved with hundreds and 
thousands of lessons regarding the  plan of God. 

Hibɨ̀lù 13: 17, ''Yi ̀na yvɨnɨ̂ ghelɨ ghi ̀a ghɨ n-tisɨ 
zɨ̀, ka yi ̀na to nɨ̀ ɨtu sɨ̀ àŋena. Àŋena nɨn kɨni ̂kɨ̀ni 
zɨ̀ ghɨ sɨ læ sɨ taŋ ɨ̀chfɨ̂ àŋena sɨ̂ Fɨ̀yiǹi ̀fɨ̀ kûm ìfèl 
nâ yèyni.̀ Yi kæ nà yvɨnɨ̂ àŋena, a àŋena na ni ̂if̀êl 
ateyn nɨ̀ is̀aŋlɨ-i, yi kæ nà to nɨ̀ ɨ̀tu, ghɨ bû nà saŋlɨ-
à mɨ̀ti ̀a iyeyn nâ yèyni ̀faŋ tɨ̀ gamtɨ̀ zɨ. 

Hebrews 13:17, "Keep obeying those who themselves are 
ruling over you, and submit to their authority [by learning 
Bible doctrine], for these same keep watching for the 
benefit of your souls as those who have to render an 
account.  Keep obeying them, in order that they may do 
this accounting with joy, and not with groaning, for this is 
unprofitable for you." 

Awo à tal ki ̀a nfèʼtɨ̀ nɨ̀n ghɨ bòm àkeyna n-ghɨ a 
Efesùs 4: 12, ''sɨ baʼtɨ̀ ghelɨ ghɨ bɨminɨ na àŋena 
na kya sɨ ni ̀if̀èl i Fɨ̂yiǹi ̀ta ka ɨwuyn Christ, ma ti 
ndô Fɨ̀yiǹi ̀na lemâ.'' 

• The threefold purpose of the pastor is found in 
Ephesians 4:12, "for the purpose of equipping the 
saints, for the production of Christian service, for the 
edification of the body of Christ." 

• ''Ghelɨ ɨŋwaʼnɨ'' n-bê is̀as i ndo nɨ̀ Fɨ̀yiǹi ̀fɨ̀ 
tôʼ bê iẁo kûm if̀sɨ i mu Ayvɨs. 

• The "saints" refer to the family of God with 
emphasis on the baptism of the Spirit. 

• ''Sɨ bàʼlɨ̀ ghelɨ ghɨ ŋwaʼnɨ'' n-bè kûm ta 
Fɨ̀yiǹi ̀fɨ̀ nɨn ni ̂awo sɨ ghelɨ kɨ̀ salû bòm 
atem a juŋà nɨ̀ nfeynfɨ nɨ̀ ifu zɨ̀ a wù n-fu 
na ghɨ ni ifêl i ŋweyn ateyn. 

• "Equipping the saints" refers to God's grace 
policy and provision for the execution of the His plan. 

• ''sɨ bàʼlɨ̀'' n-ghɨ iẁo zɨ̀ a nfèʼtɨ̀ n-ni toynɨ̂ ta 
wù n-yeʼi iwo i Fɨ̂yiǹi,̀ fi ̂ghɨ sɨ yèyn na 
ghelɨ n-lemâ, gheʼnɨ-à fi ̂kolâ mɨ̀tam ta 
kɨ̀litèynsɨ̀. 

• "Equipping" is the function of the pastor who, 
through teaching doctrine, is able to see people grow 
and become mature, productive Christians. 

• Ghelɨ ghɨ bɨminɨ nô ghɨ̀ jɨ̀m nɨ̀n ghɨ ifèl i 
Kɨ̀litèynsɨ̀ kɨ̀ mɨlvɨ ɨ̀n jɨ̀m kɨ̀ sɨ zɨ̀tɨ̀ ɨlvɨ ibœ̀ 
nɨ̀ àŋena. Ifèl i kɨ̀litèynsɨ̀ nɨ̀n ghɨ kɨ̀ nô ta 
wùl ɨ̀ faytɨ̂ lèma ayvɨ̀s a ghɨ wi na wùl nɨ̀n 
zɨtɨ̀ dzɨ ateyn. 

• All believers are in fulltime Christian service 
from the moment of their salvation.  Christian service is 
the normal result of spiritual growth but never the 
means. 

Efesùs 4: 16,  

Wù n-ni-à ɨbyàs ɨwuyn ɨ̀ jɨ̀m n-ghɨ kɨ sɨ afo à mòʼ, 
no mɨ àyûŋ à kà ɨ̀wùyn ɨ gâmtɨ̀ sɨ ghal kɨ ɨwuyn ɨ̀ 
jɨ̀m. Nô mɨ àbâs à kà nɨn se sɨ fèlɨ ta ka  kɨ keli sɨ 
nà felà, ɨwuyn ɨ̀ jɨ̀m nà sɨ lemâ fi ̂faytɨ̂ to-a bòm ta 
ɨbyâs ateyn nɨn kôŋ ngeŋsɨ. 

 

Ephesians 4:16,  from whom the whole body, being fitted 
and held together by that which every joint supplies, 
according to the proper working of each individual part, 
causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself 
in love. 

• ɨbyâs ɨwùyn nɨn faytɨ̂ felà bòm ta ɨyûŋ nɨn 
ghɨ a jûŋ. Ta ka wùl na kya ni ̀iwo a jûŋ nɨ̀ 
ɨ̀wuyn ɨyûŋ nɨn kelɨ sɨ nà ghɨ a jûŋ. 

• Body function depends upon the proper use of 
joints.  Athletic coordination depends upon the proper 
use of the joints. 

• Ifèʼtɨ̀ iwo i Fɨ̂yiǹi ̀nɨn goʼsɨ̀ nɨ̀ ib̀àʼlɨ̀ i wul 
àntêynɨ̀. 

• The result of the communication of doctrine is 
edification in your soul. 
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 Afo kì a kɨ n-tzɨ̀yn wul ɨ̀ bɨminɨ na wù na bàʼlɨ̀ 
àyvɨs. 

The Motivation of the Believer in Edification. 

Dzɨsɨ nɨn ghɨ sɨ̀ bò sɨ tzɨyn wul: Sɨ na koŋ iỳeʼi fi ̂
kelɨ iǹgvɨmlɨ. 

There are two categories of motivation: Positive volition 
and humility 

ikôŋ i yeʼi n-ghɨ ma ghɨ dyêyn meyn a Rome 14: 
19. ''Ghesɨ̀nà nɨn mômsɨ̀ sɨ nà ni ̂kɨ awo ki ̀a kɨ n-
gvi ̂nɨ̀ mboynɨ̀, ni ̂na ghelɨ na lemâ ɨ̀ lèma àŋena 
ibɨmi.'' 

Positive volition is expressed in Romans 14:19. 
"Consequently, we run after [pursue] those things 
related to prosperity and edification." 

• Nyɨŋ ɨ nyɨŋ, a wi sɨ nà jelɨ jelɨ n-dyèyn 
ik̀ôŋ iyeʼi kûm iỳeʼi zɨ̀ a ghɨ lèytɨ̂ lèm sɨ 
ghelɨ ɨtuʼ ɨ chôs, yi faytɨ̂ fu sɨ̂ ghesɨ̀nà no 
mɨ ghà kûm mbaʼtɨ̀ Fɨ̀yiǹi,̀ iwo zɨ̀ a wù n-
kɨŋ, nɨ̀ i zɨ̀-i ̀a wù n-kɨŋ na ghesɨ̀nà na ni-à 
ibàm ibœ̀. 

• Running, not walking, expresses positive 
volition toward the mystery doctrine of the Church Age, 
which gives us all the details regarding God's plan, 
purpose, and will for our lives after salvation. 

Yi n-baʼsɨ̂ nɨ̀ iỳeʼi, nɨ̀ iỳvɨ i keli, sɨ nà fi ̂chi ̂iỳeʼi zɨ̀ a 
ghɨ n-læ lèytɨ̂ lèm sɨ̂ ghelɨ ɨtuʼ ɨ chôs ta ka ghɨ læ 
nà li à chi ̂mbaʼtɨ̀ Fɨ̀yiǹi ̀ateyn. 

• This includes the learning, understanding, and 
application of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age as 
the means of executing the plan of God. 

• Indu i nɨ̀ asɨ a nɨ̀ ib̀âʼlɨ̀ ayvɨs i nɨn ndû akaʼ 
à mòʼ, awo nâ kèyna n-ghɨ ta wùl nɨ̀n kôŋ 
iyeʼi. 

• Prosperity and edification go together; both are 
the result of continual positive volition. 

• Ta ka wùl nà fsɨsɨ̀ iẁo i Fɨ̂yiǹi,̀ wu n-kelɨ sɨ 
nà kelɨ kɨ nô iǹgvɨmlɨ a ŋweyn ikfàʼtɨ̀. 

• In order for consistent perception of doctrine to 
occur, it is important to have a mental attitude of 
humility. 

Rome 12: 2-5 ''Ka yi ̀na chî ta ghelɨ mbzɨ afêyn. 
Yi ̀kwo vɨ̀si Fɨ̀yiǹi ̀fɨ̀ fu ikfaʼtɨ̀ i fɨ-i sɨ̀ zɨ̀ ɨ̀ kfɨ̀nɨ tɨ̀tem 
ti tɨ ta ka yi ̀na yeyn keli ̂iẁo zɨ̀ a Fɨ̀yiǹi ̀fɨ̀ nɨn kɨŋ, 
a ghɨ kɨ iẁo zɨ̀ a yi n-jòfɨ̀ fi ̂ghɨ àti-̀ati, Fɨ̀yiǹi ̀fɨ̀ 
koŋà. 

Romans 12:2-5,  And do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good 
and acceptable and perfect. 

''Fɨ̀yiǹi ̀fɨ̀ nɨn keli meyn àtem a juŋà sɨ̂ mà fi ̀fù ifèl 
i ŋweyn na mà na ni à, ma kæ sɨ nà sɨ bê sɨ̂ zɨ̀ na, 
ka yi ̀na li ̂ngeŋ ɨ̀ sisɨ aleŋ chem wi ateyn. Yi ̀suʼsɨ 
ikfâʼtɨ̀ i ̀zɨ-i, nà li ̂ngeŋ sisɨ kɨ̀ nô ta yi ̀n-ghɨ. Yi ̀na 
ki ngêŋ sisɨ toynɨ̂ i bɨmi a fi ̂a fɨ fù sɨ̂ zɨ̀. 

"For through the grace given to me I say to every man 
among you not to think more highly of himself than he 
ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, 
as God has allotted to each a measure of faith. 

''Yi ̀n-kya na ɨwuyn ɨ wûl nɨn kelɨ ɨ̀byâs wu dvɨ̂ kɨ 
tèyn, no mɨ àbâs à ka ni ̀kɨ if̀èl sɨ a nyɨŋ. 

"For just as we have many members in one body and all 
the members do not have the same function, 

''Yi ti n-ghɨ kɨmɨ ighel sɨ̂ ghesɨ̀nà. Ghesɨ̀nà nɨn dvɨ 
à, mɨti ̀ghɨ kɨ ɨ̀wuyn ɨ̀ mòʼ bòm ib̀ɨmi zɨ̀ a ghesɨ̀nà 
nchɨyntɨ̀ keli ̂sɨ̂ Christ, no mɨ àbâs à kà yeʼtɨ̂ kɨ 
ateyn nɨ a nɨ a li a. 

"so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members one of another." 

• Ɨfyèʼ ikfàʼtɨ̀ a tisɨ̀ iẁo i Fɨ̂yiǹi ̀n-baʼsɨ̂ nɨ̀ no 
mɨ iǹkɨ kfaʼtɨ̀ i ̀kà a dzɨ a fi ̂a Fɨ̀yiǹi ̀fɨ̀ n-ki 
awo ateyn, faytɨ̂ kya sɨ na ghɨ a jûŋ nɨ̀ àwo 
ki ̀a kɨ n-gâyn koʼ ɨ toynɨ̂ a ingvɨmlɨ̀ i 
tzɨ̀ynɨ-i nɨ̀ izɨ-i a yi ̀n-ghɨ ta wà ghèʼnɨ, 

• The standard of thinking from doctrine includes 
every aspect of divine viewpoint, orientation to life 
through enforced and genuine humility, and everything 
that makes us objective and teachable toward the Word 
of God. 
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bàʼsɨ no mɨ nɨ̀ ghà ta kɨ ni ̂na ghesɨ̀nà na ki 
awo kɨ̀ ta kɨ n-ghɨ fi ̂kôŋ iỳeʼi abàs iwo i 
Fɨ̂yiǹi.̀ 

• ''ɨbyâs kɨ̀ sɨ i dvɨ̀ ɨwuyn ɨ̀ mòʼ'' n-tôʼ bê na 
no mɨ ta ghesɨ̀nà nɨn kelɨ tɨfu tɨ ayvɨs kɨ̀ sɨ 
a nyɨŋ sɨ a nyɨŋ, fi ̂ghɨ ghelɨ kɨ̀ sɨ a nyɨŋ sɨ a 
nyɨŋ, ghesɨ̀nà nɨn ghɨ kɨ ghelɨ isas i ndo i ̀
mòʼ, ɨ̀wuyn Kɨ̀litùs. 

• "Many members in one body" emphasizes that 
although we have different spiritual gifts and different 
personalities, we all belong to one family, the body of 
Christ. 

• Wà kæ sɨ nà kelɨ wi ingvɨmlɨ zɨ̀ a yi n-ghɨ 
samoʼ ɨ, wà li ̀wà bû na fi ̂ki iẁo kɨ̀ ta yi n-
ghɨ kesa sɨ nà kôŋ iỳeʼi. Wà kæ sɨ nà ki wi 
iwo kɨ ta yi n-ghɨ fi ̂kelɨ wi ingvɨmlɨ a 
nchin̂ɨ̀, a ibaʼlɨ̀ i nchînɨ̀ i na ghɨ wi. 

• Without genuine humility, there is neither 
objectivity nor teachability.  Without objectivity and 
teachability in life, you will be miserable, whether you 
are a believer or unbeliever, successful or not.  Without 
objectivity and teachability, there is no edification. 

Ibàʼlɨ ̀i nchînɨ:̀ Ànchoʼ sɨ nà faytî felà a ndô Fɨỳìnì 
alèʼ. 

Edification: The Key to the Proper Function of the 
LocalChurch. 

1 Kolin 14: 12, ''Mɨ n-be na, ta yi ̀n-lûmlɨ̀ sɨ keli 
tɨfu tɨ Ayvɨs a Ŋwaʼnɨ-a nâ tèyn tɨ̀, yi ̀momsɨ nô sɨ 
adyaʼ ɨ̀ nà fèlɨ̀ nɨ̀ titɨ̀ a sɨ n-gâmtɨ̀ sɨ nà lemsɨ chôs.'' 

1 Corinthians 14:12,  "So also you, since you are eager to 
have the function of spiritual gifts, seek to abound in 
spiritual gifts that edify the church." 

Ghelɨ Koliǹ nà lumlɨ̀ kɨ ghɨ̀ jɨ̀m sɨ keli ifu sɨ nà taŋi 
a tɨ̂lèmi bòm ta yi nà kèʼ a ndayn, a àŋena na lèm 
na ghɨ n-kya iẁo i Fɨ̀yiǹi.̀ 

The Corinthians were all eager to get the gift of tongues 
because it was spectacular, and then they could assume 
they were spiritual.  

Mɨti ̀''yi ̀momsɨ nô sɨ adyaʼ ɨ̀ nà felɨ̀ à'' n-dyêyn na 
ẁà na tôʼ zɨ̀tɨ̂ ndû kɨ a tɨ̂fu a fi ̂a tɨ nɨn gâmtɨ̀ sɨ nà 
bag̀lɨ̀ nchin̂ɨ̀. Ifu ito-i aleŋ nâ ghàyn nɨ̀n ghɨ ifu i 
nfèʼtɨ̀ yèʼi nɨ. 

But "Seek to abound" means you should give 
precedence to those spiritual gifts which result in 
edification.  The primary spiritual gift in this category is 
the gift of pastor-teacher. 

Tɨfu tit̀ɨ̀ a tɨ nà ghɨ kɨ sɨ aleŋ ɨlvɨ bula ghɨ nyâʼ 
mesi Ŋwàʼlɨ̀ Fɨ̀yiǹi ̀bula nà baʼlɨ̀ chôs. 

The pre-canon temporary gifts did not edify the church. 

1 Kolin 14: 26, ''yi yvɨ̂ŋtɨ̀ mɨ ɨ̀lvɨ gha, yì ni ̀no mɨ 
ghà kɨ̀ sɨ bàʼlɨ̀ wul ɨ̀lvɨ̀.'' 

1 Corinthians 14:26, "When you assemble, let all things be 
done for edification." 

Dzɨsɨ nɨn bèʼi ̀ghɨ kɨ tèyn ta ghesɨ̀nà nɨn koʼsɨ 
Fɨ̀yiǹi ̀ateyn, mɨti ̀sɨ kelɨ sɨ nà kelɨ iwo kûm il̀ema i 
ghesɨ̀nà abàs ayvɨs. No mɨ ghà ta ghesɨ̀nà yvɨ̀ŋtɨ̀ sɨ 
koʼsɨ ɨ̀ nà ni à, kɨ kelɨ sɨ nà ndû kɨ iwo nâ ghàyn, a 
ghɨ sɨ bàʼlɨ. Iwo zɨ̀ a yi n-ghɨ ghɨ na ghɨ na fèʼtɨ̀ iẁo 
i Fɨ̂yiǹi.̀ ngòʼsɨ ateyn ghɨ na yi baʼlɨ ghelɨ. 

There are a number of ways in which we worship God, 
but they must all relate to our spiritual growth.  
Everything in assembly worship should be done with a 
view toward the objective, which is edification.  The 
objective is to communicate the Word of God, the 
purpose of which is to produce edification. 

Ànchoʼ ta ka chôs a yi ̀n-ghɨ alèʼ na yi ̀na faytɨ̂ fêlɨ̀ 
a jûŋ nɨn ghɨ na yi ̀na baʼlɨ̀ nchin̂ɨ̀sɨ̀. Ibaʼlɨ̀ I nchin̂ɨ̀ 
kèsa indûtɨ̀ nɨ̀ asɨ a sɨ gheʼnɨ a ibɨmi, nɨn ghɨ iẁo 
zɨ̀ a ghɨ n-kɨŋ a nchin̂ɨ̀ nɨ̀ wul ɨ̀bɨminɨ. 

The key to the correct function of the local church is 
edification.  Edification, or the advance to spiritual 
maturity, is the objective of the Christian way of life.   

À n-ghɨ antêynɨ̀ àlèʼ a 1 Kolin 14, ifu i sɨ nà taŋî a 
tɨ̂lèmi bula luynsɨ iyeyn nâ yèyni.̀ I Koliǹ 14: 40 
gòʼsɨ̀ na ifu i sɨ nà taŋi ̂a tɨ̂lèmi bu læ ni na ghɨ ‘’ni ̂
no mɨ ghà kɨ̀ a dzɨ i ̀jùŋ, fi ̂nî kɨ ighel’’. 

In the context of 1 Corinthians 14, the gift of tongues did 
not fulfill that purpose.  1 Corinthians 14:40 concludes 
that the gift of tongues did not do "all things properly 
and in an orderly manner." 
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Awo kì a ibaʼlɨ ̀I nchînɨ ̀n-goʼsɨ ̀ateyn. The Results of Edification 

Wà n-zɨ̀tɨ̀ achɨ ando a ghɨ ib̀œ̂ zɨ̀ a yi n-faŋ meyn 
samoʼ, nɨ̀ ntuʼ iỳèʼi, iwo i Fɨ̂yiǹi ̀zɨ̀ a ghɨ dyèyn 
bàynsɨ̂, ‘’ma ghɨ bàʼlɨ̀ atu iỳèʼi nɨ̀ àbostɨ̀lɨ̀sɨ̀ à nɨ̀ 
nfèʼtɨ̀ sɨ ghaʼlɨnɨsɨ, Jisòs n-ghɨ ngòʼ ib̀zɨ I ndo i ̀to.’’ 

You begin with a foundation of eternal salvation and a 
body of teaching, the revealed scriptures, "built upon 
the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being 
the chief cornerstone." 

À n-ghɨ no mɨ ɨlvɨ gha ta ẁa bɨ̀mi Jisòs Kɨ̀litùs, ghɨ 
bàʼlɨ̀ àchɨ a ndo, ma ghɨ li ̀awo kɨ dvɨ̂ kɨ tèyn sɨ̂ 
Fɨ̀yiǹi ̀fɨ̀. Achɨ a ndo nâ àkèynà n-ghɨ Jisos Kɨ̀litùs. 

The moment you personally believed in Jesus Christ, a 
foundation was constructed, comprised of the many 
things from God.  The foundation is Jesus Christ. 

Ghɨ bàʼlɨ̀ achɨ a ndo nâ kèynà atû if̀êl i bœ̀ nɨ̀ Jisos 
Kɨ̀lit̀ùs a ànwâmnɨ̀. 

The foundation is constructed on the saving work of 
Jesus Christ on the cross. 

2 Timotì 2: 19, Mɨ̀ti,̀ yi n-to sɨ nèʼsɨ̀ achɨ a ndo ki ̀
a Fɨ̀yiǹi ̀fɨ̀ sɨ ghɨ ma fɨ we meyn. Ghɨ nyaʼ meyn na, 
‘ˋ fɨ n-kya ɨ̀ghi ̂a ghɨ n-ghɨ ghelɨ nfeynfɨ’’, fî nyàʼ na, 
‘’no mɨ ndà vzɨ̀ a wù n-bê na yi n-ghɨ njùmtɨ̀ Bòbo 
nɨn kelɨ sɨ visi awo a bɨ a ki ̀a wù n-ni’̂’. 

2 Timothy 2:19, Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God 
stands, having this seal; the Lord knows those who are His. 

1 Kolin 3: 11, Fɨ̀yiǹi ̀sɨ ghɨ ma wù lem meyn Jisos 
Christ na a n-ghɨ kɨ àchɨ a ndo ki ̀a kɨ n-ghɨ, ma 
wùl kàʼ wù bû fi ̀we àchɨ a li a. 

1 Corinthians 3:11  No one can lay a foundation other than 
the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

Nɨ̀ ib̀âʼlɨ̀ I nchin̂ɨ̀ wa nà sɨ kfêynɨ à abàs ayvɨs kɨ̀ nô 
sɨ a wa ngeŋ, chi à kɨ̀ nô sɨ a wa ngeŋ ta ngaǹ 
Fɨ̀yiǹi ̀sɨ nà mesi ̀mngeʼ shyasɨ, baʼsɨ̂ kɨ̀ nô nɨ̀ awo 
a bemlɨnɨ a ki ̀a kɨ n-gâyn a wa nchin̂ɨ̀. 

With edification you become spiritually self-sustaining 
and you function under the privacy of your priesthood 
to resolve your own problems, including the greatest 
problems in life. 

Ghɨ n-mèsi ̀ngèʼsɨ dzɨ̂sɨ̀ bò: toynɨ̂ awo fi ̂a ghɨ bàʼlɨ̀ 
lèm a Ŋwàʼlɨ̀ Fɨ̀yiǹi ̀na ghɨ na mèsi ̀ngeʼsɨ ateyn, fi ̂
ghɨ toynɨ̂ sɨ̀ nà faytɨ yvɨ keli mɨ̀lèʼnɨ̀ ɨ̀n li ̀a ŋwàʼlɨ̀ 
Fɨ̀yiǹi ̀a dzɨ̂ nâ ghàyn. 

Problems are resolved in two ways:  through the use of 
the biblical problem solving devices, and through 
understanding of specific principles in the Word of God. 

Ibaʼlɨ ̀I nchînɨ ̀nɨn lùmsɨ ̀ghelɨ ghɨ bɨminɨ Edification Motivates Believers 

Ibàʼlɨ̀ I nchin̂ɨ̀ nɨ̀n ghɨ àfo ki ̀a kɨ n-lûmsɨ̀ ɨlvɨ ta 
ikôŋi ̀nɨn li ̂àlêʼ, toynɨ̂ ateyn ghɨ buʼsɨ̂ mɨ̀wolɨ̀ sɨ fu 
dzɨ na ghɨ li lema 

Edification is the motivation in the function of love in 
the congregation, through which tolerance provides 
room for spiritual growth. 

Rome 15: 2, ‘’No mɨ ndà na ni ̂kɨ̀ iẁo sɨ̂ wayn-nà 
ŋweyn na wù na saŋlɨ̂ ɨ̀ sàŋlɨ ta ka yi gamtɨ sɨ 
lemsɨ ŋweyn.’’ 

Romans 15:2, "Let each of us accommodate his neighbor 
for the good to edification." 

1 Kolin 10: 23, ‘’Ghelɨ ghɨ li nɨn bè na ghesɨ̀nà 
nɨn kelɨ àdyaʼ sɨ ni ̀no mɨ ghà, a ghɨ wi awo à jɨ̀m a 
kɨ̀ n-gâmtɨ̀ ghesɨ̀nà. Ghelɨ ghɨ li nɨn bè na ghesɨ̀nà 
nɨn kelɨ àdyaʼ sɨ ni ̀no mɨ ghà, a ghɨ wi awo à jɨ̀m a 
kɨ̀ n-jofɨ̀.’’ 

1 Corinthians 10:23, "All things are lawful, but all things do 
not edify." 

Ìfèl I Ghelɨ Ntum 9: 31, ‘’Nô ghelɨ gghɨ bɨminɨ ɨ̀ 
jɨ̀m a Jùdiyà nɨ̀ Galil̀i ̂nɨ̀ Sàmaliỳà ɨ̀ nà bu fâyn wi.̀ 
Ghelɨ ghɨ bɨminɨ nà dvɨ̀ gvi ̀kɨ gvi,̀ ibɨmi I àŋena-I 
to koʼ kɨ koʼ, Ayvɨs a Ŋwaʼnɨ-a gâmtɨ̀ àŋena. 

Acts 9:31, "All the church were having prosperity, having 
been edified, and advancing in occupation with Christ." 
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